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Contract Drafting  
 
The contract drafting course is for small groups (maximum 4) of overseas lawyers in private practice 
and in-house counsel with any number of years of post-qualification experience and a good standard 
of English. The course enables delegates to draft both “operative” and “boilerplate” clauses, to 
compile and draft entire agreements, to develop an understanding of how legal terminology, 
phraseology and the “grammar” of drafting interact in the drafting process. 
 
It comprises 3-5 seminars (18-30 hours) of sessions conducted on an intensive basis. The course may 
also be held on a semi intensive half-daily basis or online. After each session, a support on-line service 
is offered in the form of online 1:1 coaching sessions. Here candidates can report back on the 
application of the knowledge and skills gained on the course and iron out on-going communication and 
substantive legal issues. 

                          Core Topics 

Prior to Session 1: (Online or f2f) meeting to plan personal development goals for the programme 

Seminar 1 
Contract Drafting 

• Key aspects of the English legal system  
• How the system affects contract drafting  
• Basic principles of English contract law 
• Contract drafting principles and the ‘grammar’ of drafting is applied in 

the context of re-drafting standard clauses from a commercial 
agreement 

Implementation of new ideas and insights at work 

Seminar 2 
Liability 

• Basic principles of liability under English law 
• The relationship between tortious and contractual liability  
• The effect of tortious and contractual liability on drafting 

• The principles of drafting are applied in the context of drafting 
‘operative’ clauses from scratch 

Implementation of new ideas and insights at work 

Seminar 3 
International 
Agreements 

• The structure of International commercial agreements  
• Key Terminology and its uses 
• Commonly confused and misapplied terminology in International 

agreements 
• By applying core drafting principles and terminology to the different 

parts of a standard agreement, an entire agreement will be compiled 
and drafted by delegates 

Implementation of new ideas and insights at work 

Seminars 4 and 5 
Practice Sessions  

• Typical contracts in each delegate’s own area of practice are explored 
• Advanced proofing techniques are presented, and re-drafting of 

problematic clauses is carried out 
• Work in progress is analysed and improved 
• Further practice in drafting standard clauses in international 

agreements is also given 

1:1 coaching to review learning and stay on track 

 


